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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 


International application No. 








PCT/NZ2004/00G141 


Box No. I 


Basis of the report 




1. 


With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 




otherwise indicated under this item. 






1 1 This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 






which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 








I 1 international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)) . 








[ I publication of the international application (under Rule 12,4) 








1 1 international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 




2. 


With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 




furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally 




filed" and are not annexed to this report): 






LJ 


the intemational application as originally filed/furnished 






l2LI 


the description: 








pages 1- 5, 6- 22 as originally filed/furnished 








pages* 5a received by this Authority on 15 August 2005 with the letter of 9 August 2005 






pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 






m 


the claims: 








pages 23- 24 as originally filed/furnished 








pages* as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 






pages* 25 received by this Authority on 15 August 2005 widi the letter of 9 August 2005 






pages* receivedby this Authority on with the letter of 






X 


the drawings: 








pages 1- 10 as originally filed/furnished 








pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 








pages* received by this Authority on witti the letter of 






1 — 1 
LJ 


a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 


3. 


□ 


The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 








1 1 the description^ pages 








I 1 the claims, Nos. 








1 1 the drawings, sheets/figs 








1 1 the sequence listing (specify): 








I 1 any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 






□ 


This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 




made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 






70.2(c)), 








[ 1 the description, pages 








1 1 the claims, Nos. 








1 1 the drawings, sheets/figs 








[ 1 the sequence listing (specify): 








1 1 any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 






If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded, " 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABIOTy 



Interaational ^plication No. 
PCT/NZ2004/000141 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



«1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-20 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


laventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1-20 


YES 




Qaims 




NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 


1-20 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Dl- US 6532425 Bl (Boost et al.), 1 1 March 2003 
D2- US 2002/0060555 Al (Finger), 23 May 2002 
D3- US 5250904 (Salander et al.), 5 October 1993 

D4- Derwent Abstract Accession No. 2001-123577/14 Class SOI, CN 1 145536 A (Tian J), 19 March 1997 



Novelty (N) and Inventive Step GS) claims 1-20 

The current application relates to methods of, and apparatus for optimising a float charge for a Valve Regulated 
Lead Acid (VRLA) battery. None of the documents disclose optimising the float charge by determining the 
parameters associated with the float charge, by the methods disclosed in the current specification. Consequently 
claims 1- 20 are novel and involve an inventive step. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 
PCT/NZ2004/000141 



Box No. VI 



Certain documents cited 



1 . Certain published documents (Rule 70. 1 0) 

Application No. Publication date 



Patent No> 
P,X US 2003/0210056 



(day/month/vear) 
13 November 2003 



Filing date 
fdav/montli/vear) 

13 May 2003 



Priority date ( valid claim) 
(dav/month/vear) 

13 May 2002 



This document discloses all of the features of claims 1-9 

See paragraphs 10, 14, 16, 21- 55, 78- 170; Claims 5- 15; Figs 1- 13. 



2. Non-written disclosures (Rule 70.9) 



Kind of non-written disclosure Date of non-written disclosure Date of written disclosure 

(day/month/year) referring to non- written disclosure 
\ fdav/month/year) 
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